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How to do it!
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How To Make Translucent Papier-maché
You may be familiar with the kind of papier-maché made from newspaper and flour paste, but you can
make a more lantern-friendly version that allows much more light through it. Built on a molded clay base,
you can make sculptural shapes and then join them together to make larger, solid, three-dimensional
shapes. Coated with clear acrylic varnish, the results are moderately water-resistant, so you need not fear a
little snow or rain getting on your lantern.
The secret is to use white paper as the base, and diluted white glue as the binder. Chinese brush-painting
rolls are good. The paper tears easily with ragged edges, so you can make lots of smallish pieces to layer.
Here's the technique:

What you need:
•

TIME. This technique will take lots of time - mostly for the drying between layers. You really can't
skimp on this or your papier-mache will be too soft and opaque.

•

Modelling clay of some kind

•

Plastic wrap

•

Vaseline

•

Paper towels to get the Vaseline off your fingers.

•

Chinese brush-painting paper or other easy-to-tear, inexpensive white paper. Chinese brush-painting
paper is quite pliable when it's wet but does not disintegrate.

•

White glue - Weldbond, Elmers or Bondfast.

•

A cup or bowl to mix glue and water.

•

Another empty bowl or basket for paper pieces.

•

A bristle brush about one inch wide or so to apply glue mix and paper pieces.

•

A plastic drop cloth for the table.

What to do:
1. Shape the clay into the shape you want. If you make more than one, you will be able to produce your
complex shapes faster since you need to allow time for the papier-mache to dry between layers. Just
use your hands if it's pliable enough, or if it's very stiff clay, tools might be necessary to shape it. Make
the surface as smooth as possible.
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2. Cover the shape with a layer of plastic wrap.
3. Spread a very thin coat of Vaseline over the surface of the plastic wrap where the paper will go. Use
your fingers and just smear it on and spread it around. You can skip the plastic wrap layer if you don't
mind getting Vaseline permanently mixed with the clay.
4. Tear up a bunch of paper pieces a couple of inches square. Small strips are good too. Don't worry if they
are not all the same, since different contours will need different pieces to cover them properly.
5. In a cup or bowl, mix white glue with water until it's thin and runny. A good consistency is like cream,
pourable but not watery.
6. Dip the brush in your glue mixture and then paint some on the spot where you want the paper piece to
go. A thin coating will do - just enough to let the paper stick.
7. Dip the brush in the glue mix again and brush the paper piece down on your shape. Be careful at this
stage. You don't want loose edges anywhere - they are more likely to catch fire if you use a candle inside for light.
8. Make sure you apply the paper on the upper surfaces in such a way that the finished piece can be removed from the clay form. Don't wrap around it too much!
9. Apply a layer of paper all over the surface of the shape. Let it dry. Letting the layers dry is the most
lengthy part of this process. It's good to have several shapes to work on at once for this reason.
10. Once the layer is dry, repeat steps 6 to 9 until you have a thin hard shell of papier-mache on your
molds.
11. Loosen the shell at the edges of the mold and carefully pry it off.
12. Pull the plastic wrap out of the shell as much as you can, and/or wipe out the remains of the Vaseline.
13. Attach the pieces to one another using masking tape on the inside. Put your pieces together using more
paper and glue on the outside. Support them on wadded-up pieces of newspaper so they stay in position until they are dry.
14. Remove the masking tape to avoid silhouettes of the tape shapes in the shell.
15. Using coloured tissue paper or transparent colour, decorate your lamp.
16. Mount it on your base and install the lighting.
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